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Editorial 


Liberation Theofogq and the 
Vatican instruction 

There has been considerable furor, especially in the Roman 
Catholic Church, about the assessment of “Liberation Theology” 
The Pope's views are contested by people within his own church! 
Even Cardinal R,atzinger and Cardinal Casaroli have given expression 
to conflicting viewpoints, indicating disagreement in the Vatican 
itself. 

This is perhaps as it should be. There should be debates and 
disagreements in each church so that the people can be exposed to 
differing aspects of the question. 

In the case of Liberation Theology, those who are generally 
opposed to it are people who have stakes in the present established 
order. The Vatican, at least one part of it which handles power 

r°“ > ! ia ! Urally lmve a ? interest in kee P in S investments 
in the World Capitalist economy safe and productive. Liberation 

theology is rightly perceived as a threat to the World Capitalist 
System, especially in a Roman Catholic area like Latin America, 
where Christian theology has considerable influence on the minds 
or people. 

The usual Capitalist argument, whether openly or by implication 
against Liberation Theology is that it is tainted with Marxism, And 
Liberation theologians are anxious to defend it from this charge- 
WSm for sake of public relations and better relations with the 
to Wlt 1 P re $ent Pope especially anti-Marxism seems 

• Wll ess ^ntial credential for being a Christian, The Vatican 
i° n - Liberation Theology, has one whole chapter on 
of the na v sls ' Its main point is that “atheism and the denial 
marxkt P ers0I L bis liberty and his rights, are at the core of the 

truth * n tkat statement there is a good example of how 

th'U s,fhl; P t: ■ sho °d can be mixed together. There is no doubt 
ha* 1S a central tenet in Marxist ideology. But no one who 

humnn^w dea theory” can say that “ the denial of the 

tWri7» Pei, 4? n * ■ bberty and his rights, are at the core of the Marxist 
mcory . inat is not a fact. People who say so, do it out of 
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malice or ignorance. Marxist theory certainly exalts the human 
person above all else. There is no denial of his liberty or rights, 
but only a radically different understanding of the rights of the working 
man or woman to be free from oppression and exploitation. Marxist 
practice may in many cases be different. That even Marxist may not 
always deny. But to say such a tiling about Marxist theory shows 
only how carelessly the instruction has been prepared, and how 
unhelpful it is for a correct assessment of liberation theology. 

We can agree with the Vatican instruction that Christian theolo¬ 
gians should use secular philosophical theories only after careful 
critical examination in the light of Christian theology. We have 
openly disagreed with the position of certain liberation theologians 
that “Marxist analysis” is the right tool for Christians to understand 
the meaning of God’s actions in our time. There need be no doubt 
that there is a fundamental disagreement between the premises of 
the faith of the Church and the ideology of Marxists 


What we find difficult to accept is the affirmation of Cardinal 
Ratzmger in his Press Conference presenting the Instruction tn the 
public (l; Ossenjatore Romano, 10th Scplr 1984, p5);“uhtoday's 
presentation of the Instniction on some aspects of Liberation Theo- 
logy . critical reflection has arrived and is now within every one’s 
reach . We need better critical reflection than what the Instruction 
lias succeeded in providing. It has certainly generated a dehate 
within the Roman Church, and in this sense it has a positive value 
But its analysis of the issue between Christian Faith Marxist Analysis 
and Liberation Theology remains amateurish and unscholarly The 
Press Conference made it clear that the Instruction was no condem¬ 
nation, but an invitation to debate. 

When a newspaperman pointed out that the liberation theologi¬ 
ans use of Marxism was parallel to Thomas Aquinas’ use of Ark 
totle. Cardinal Ratzmger admitted that “use may always be .mde 
of valid elements contained also in non-Christian knowledge while 
criticising these ideologies with the key of realistic knowledge” 
That is a reasonable position, and we only wish it were more eWrlv 
expressed in the instruction itself. 0rc cledrli 

For us the problem with liberation theology is not it* iw„,vki 
ideological tamt. Such taints seem to he inescapable Mucl^onno- 
sition to liberation theology including the Instruction carrL Eh 
it an anti-Marxist or free-enterprise-liberal ideological S which 
is even in less conformity with Christian values. Our nrobiem can 
be better put in the form of certain questions, some o? which are 
partly implied m the Instruction, but which should really be d scussed 

SEE efendCrS ° f the faith and the liberation theolo* 
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(a) Are Liberation Theologians distorting the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in too one-sided a way by undervaluing its emphasis on the 
Kingdom of God and reducing it to political, economic and cultural 
liberation? 

(b) Arc the exegetical methods and principles enunciated and used 
by liberation theologians too one-sidedly made to order to yield 
the results they want? 

(c) Does liberation theology do justice to the Sacramental and 
pastoral ministries of the Church and the needs of people other than 
for political, economic and cultural liberation? 











EpiSC ° Pal 

on Baptism, Eucharist^Minis'iru ^“Th 
to the S M nod b W the World Council of ChurclS! 

The Synod considered the Study Document ■ ^ . 

and Ministry with great interest, and h-iH ft t op Baptisni > Eucharist 
commission specially delegated for this It ' turtacr examined by a 

to give a final assessment of the document wi,;!.i lS n °! yet in a position 

The following interim comments arc sen] 1 ? 1 would require volumes. 
Churches for their consideration. 1 l ° tIle World Council of 

L The Synod feels that this is an «tr»n«i 
in the ecumenical movement. TheolnmW y !m P°rtant milestone 
different traditions have found a commo , LT 5011 ''"® a hundred 
the dialogue on the issues dividing Christo.™ d ^ 11 wIlich to pursue 
Commission of the World Council of ChiS * The Fait h and Order 
ded on this major achievement. nes is to be highly commeii- 

2. The part of the document which ^ 

ably the least controversial, and embodies'? Bapt ! sm is > understand- 
vergence of understanding and conviction T? large area of con- 
any given single tradition may however L 1 15 pcrha PS true that 
document as the basis of its own teaching w i nt to start with this 
an adequate theology of baptism especTallv "r BapUsin > ^hich lacks 
reasons: pecially for the following two 

In interpreting the meaning 0 f Rmp 
the Body of Christ (para 6) is now given ! ncor Poration into 

expounded in the document. It j s a b t this point m to ° l ade quately 
gences of position among us, and it will E? a . there are diver- 
attention to this point. De fiood to devote further 

A similar point of divergence is the relation iw 
and chrismation. The differences in practice and+1^ ^° ba Ptism 
standing can be a hurdle in the dialogue between* p J° re in ua der- 
the Church For the Orthodox this point 0 f ri f v aSt and West '« 
many difficulties in accepting the baptism of miir u gcnce «eates 
perspect.ve at this point is briefly alluded to at tK„? U J ches - Our 
the document. Lne C M of par a 20 of 

Apart from these two important point'; c 
of the rest of the document quite useful as 1 th ® , Synod finds much 
ecumenical dialogue with other communions. ting P oi nt for an 
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3. On the Eucharist, the Synod finds a large area of agreement, 

especially where it affirms the anamnetic* or participatory and 
anticipatory or eschatological character of the Eucharist, and expounds 
its epikletic 2 character - the Eucharist as the work of Christ the Hieh 
Priest through the Holy Spirit, a fore taste the Kingdom. The Synod 
is also in agreement about the need for renewal of eucharistic life 
and teaching in every church and about the need for frequent comm- 
unionr i /t'j - a «v - . - 

What the document does not discuss adequately has to do with 
the questions; ^ (a) 4i What is the minimum requirement about 
agreement in faith in order that two churches may be in communion 
with each other?”, and (b) i4 is there any positive witness in refusing 
with pain in the heart to be in communion with another church?”' 
We hope the Faith and Order Commission will devote some attention 
to these questions. 

Over all, the Synod feels that this middle part of the document 
is perhaps the richest. 

4. Understandably the document is least satisfactory and most 
controversial on the question of the Christian Ministry. The Synod 
feels that the problem in the discussion of the ministry could be 
focussed around three points, where the document needs improvement: 

° f thC ChUTCh as P artjci P atin g in the ministry of 

(b) the meaning of ordination as a sacramental mystery; 

(c) the relation of the ordained ministry to the other Sacramental 
mysteries of the Church. 

The Church is built on the foundation of Jesus Christ, with the apostles 
and prophets, martyrs and saints built into the structure. The Church 
as the Body of Christ who is its head, includes Christ himself. If 
Christ is regarded as somehow standing apart from the Church, 
commissioning it, the meaning of the ministry would be misunderstood. 

m y? tc ry of the Church in which God in Christ incorporates us 
ner ? ’pto the very Person of Christ cannot be grasped merely as a 
verv miSSi ° n ° r as a function. The Church is also a presence, the 
onlv P r ? scnce God in Christ. The ministry becomes recognizable 
. / where the Church is experienced as a divine- human presence 

ompnsmg of Christ and previous generations of Christians. 


h anamnesis = recalling, making present. 

" h e Piclesss ^invocation (of the HoJy Spirit) 
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The Church as a whole is a divine presence, and the fullness 
of this presence requires the presence of the ordained ministry within 
it. The act of ordination, by epiclesis of the Holy Spirit, is itself a 
sacramental mystery and the ordained person remains a sacramental 
mystery, manifesting the divine presence in a special way. Paras 
41 If of the document recognize the epicletic and Sacramen tal character 
of the act of ordination to a certain extent. The grasping of what is 
implied in these paragraphs can go a long way towards preparing the 
ground for mutual recognition of ministries and for the churches’ 
communion with each other, which has a great deal to do with that 
recognition. 

The recognition should be facilitated if the sacramental character 
of the ordained person and of the community of ordained ministers 
can be more wtdely recognized. So long as the ordained ministry 
is regarded by some churches as mere office {amt) or function and not 
difffcult Cmmenta mystery ’ mutual recognition of ministries would be 

The document could ne improved by a discussion of the relation 
of ordination to Baptism-Chrismation, and to the Eucharist as 

the ano!ntinB e of a t C h ran,e t taI r myste . ries like the absolution of sins, and 
the ministrv^or ^ d a * so ke improved by interpreting 

Holy Spirit to the whnlY^ ^ j ^nst’s m ' n ‘ str y. by the power of the 
stry more intesrallv witiv^+v,’ and - ^ y ex P ounc ling the ordained mini- 
Chrismatcd S ' y thm t ie mimstr y ail who are baptized and 

of to ““ 

fnit ^“ urc h- There is no doubt that women 

We do revere the C \* UrCl1 an< ^ n0t m any seilse inferior to 

Mary? ^ Holy Thcotokos * abovc «« Apos- 
the Church- Thu^t, among the re cognized saints and martyrs of 
F hurches are consecrated in their names and thev are 
honoured intercessors in the Church. y arC 

It is. recognized also that, in our altered social condition 
couid take a more active part in the ministry of the ChS’ Z, 
the recent past especially in the area of intercessory pravff 
and diakonia. This is indeed beginning to haonen in ^ ray ® r > Caching 
the Synod encourages this trend: On the matter of nr ^ 1 Churches and 
to the episcopate or the presbvterate wp n * °F dainin g women 
tradition whiSl, does dot® 

mysteries of the Church. We take seriousk tL V sacramental 
himself, who was never afraid of viola in.Li fact . tllat Christ 
did not choose women to be Apostles, though iie CUS u t °Mv 

competent women disciples. The Apostles HiH ! d man y hlgfdy 

abies, of „„™„ <pjb e , tJ&X&g m V&TZ £ 
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presidency of the churches which they established. And the Christian 
Church as a whole did not ordain women to the priesthood for 
nineteen centuries. 

These are weighty considerations. They are just as weiehtv 
as the facts: that men and women are equal in the sight of God and 
in the Body of Christ; that women in the Old Testament were civil 
rulers (Esther), Judges (Deborah), Prophets, (Miriam, Hannah) even 
war leaders (Judith and Jael); that women in the New Testament 
played crucial and decisive roles in the ministry of Christ (Mary 
Anna, Elizabeth, Mary Magdalene, Joanna Mothers Lk 8‘1-3) and 
in the early Church (1 Cor 9:5, Lk 24:1, lOfF; Prisca, Phoebe Mary 
Stachys, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Persis, etc Rom 16; Euodia, Syntychc! 
Phil 4:23). The Synod is convinced, however, that there is deep 
wisdom in the Tradition of the Church, which cannot always be 
penetrated or perceived by the rational mind, and which should not 
be too lightly broken on the basis of a rational argument alone. 

The ordination of women to the episcopate and presbyterate 
is likely to create a fresh obstacle to the mutual recognition of minis- 
stries; but we have confidence in the wisdom and power of the Holy 
Spirit that the Church will be led in the ways of God. 












International Round Table Conference of 
Religious Leaders and Experts on “New Dangers 
to the Sacred Qift of Life: Our Tasks'* 
Moscow, February 11 - 13 , 1985 

Stop Darkness at Noon — Save Life 

Dr- Paulos Mar Gregorios 
India 


■able’IS ,0 a GOtl tha ' thiS r0 ”” d 

be here to day. We live in a world w i2™ ( £ an b ° beld and that 1 C3 I! 
human being or for non-human beings ,S t no security for 

while we are sitting here, peacefullv mi k * Just P ossible that > even 
to avoid a nuclear catastronhe nJ 3 t0 eacb otber about bo" 1 
in some part of the world SDillin^ W mashrooila clouds can appear 
where we live. That is the kind 5 wnrM* T r al1 of UE ’ no ma “ e I 
rhetoric. This is the plain brutnl fW d ^ llve in * Tllis is not jus* 
possibility. So we refuse to be Hell >' ° Ur minds bo 2S Ie at tb ‘ S 
is mounting. I am grateful to God tlitl ,even when the evidence 
and I hope and trust in God that Y,! * ■, round table can be held- 
here in a lucid form, and that it u,;i, e y idence w ili be made availa bb 
a ^ are „ ,?J the dimensions and scale r,r !i P many P eo P Ie to become 
gift of life, and to begin to do something ab nl ,. tbat ^ aces tbe sacred 

greetings to all of you who hav^takeiftJ * dd °wn humble, 

grateful to H,s Holiness, Patriarch P trcmMe to come here. I arf 
politan Phtlaret, to D r . Alexei iw£ en ’ t0 His Eminence, Metr* 
have taken the trouble to call us togedie? l ° aU the others Wh 

I have not been in a nnoV 

process for this round table but 'ill?, part in the preparatory 
all the inadequacies of preparation 01 *^ '^ e to a Pologize to you fa 1 
participants, and forE*,V°" thc Very short notice giv^ 
materials available to us ^“sufficient expertise and preparatory 


Sufficient evident 

of 1983, And the evidenceTwas^ ^ ^ een ava ^ a ^ e since the 
verified by others. It Was . 1 ^^tifically produced, scientifi 
when we had the scientific confer? 0ctobe JL and 1 November 1 
War in Washington DC the S f f ° n T!ie w °rld After Nu 
hundred high ranking scientist ftn ,? ty of lhe USA - There 
together their own work of, J ° m a11 ovcr the w °rld met to a 

of two years on the biological, phy: 
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and climatological consequences of differing magnitudes. Six months 
before that, on 25 and 26 April 1983, an epoch-making conference 
on “The Long-term Worldwide Biological Consequences of Nuclear 
' War”, had been held at Cambridge, Massachusetts, with forty scien¬ 
tists present. Among them were such luminaries as Paul Ehrlich 
of Stanford, Carl Sagan of Cornell, Stephen Gould of Harvard. This 
conference appointed an expert committee who prepared the basic 
document discussed at the October/November meeting in Washington, 
This was published in Science on 23 December 1983 (VoL 222; No. 
463) as a Christmas gift to humanity. Besides the basic document 
signed by the preparatory committee of twenty scientists (including 
Norman Myers of Oxford and Rafael Herrera of Venezuela, the 
other 18 being from North America), there was another significant 
paper published in the same issue of Science by Carl Sagan and four 
Californian scientists which describes the method of study used, 
and the results in greater technical detail. I hope you have these 
papers before you. 

An original study by Carl Sagan was verified, I understand, 
by Soviet scientists at the Computing Centre of the USSR Academy 
of Sciences using the BESM-6 machine and the GEA mathematical 
model. This was of course based on a 5000 megaton (12% of our 
present stockpiles) explosion scenario. The Soviet scientists, I 
understand, came to the following conclusion based on Carl Sagan’s 
primary data; 

a) Nuclear winter would envelop the earth, irrespective of the 
location of the nuclear explosions. 

b) During the first month after the explosions the air in the 
layer close to thc soil would grow colder by 15 to 20 degrees 
centigrade on the average, 

c) This would lead to change in global air circulation as well 
as wind velocity and direction, 

d) Sources of drinking water would freeze in many areas 
Ecological chains would break. Crops would perish. 

e) Living beings on the land surface - humans, animals, plants, 
and micro-organisms would die out. 

f) Gradually, as all phytoplankton is destroyed, life would 
also perish in the ocean. 

Scientists would admit that all scientific predictions, and especially 
when such complicated forecasts and estimates of wind direction 
and volume of matter consumed are involved, may go wrong by a 
certain factor. In fact it has been argued by other scientists like 
Edward Teller, that certain facts like the amount of water-vapour 
present in the atmosphere, have not been taken into account in 
the calculations. Of course, the models used for the scientific 
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predictions were developed for other purposes like weather ore- 

iX n „ate “Bu7‘dl D t C K,” 1 ' ?"*! ° f ™lc?nic erupts X 

the overall impact'of the study shSlSteour' iSo'ndatton”' 3 " 0 ”'’ 

limited nuclea rTvar-JinvoIvingTm ly C ''0Q S me^an^of^exn'l| © 60 * Vei7 
(our present arsenals have 12,000 megatonsVf nrimarv^r'? 5 P ° WC J 
theatre weapons and possibly a total of more than 20 aD< * 

including the 30,000 lower yield tactic^ waSeadfaS me S atons - 
will have disastrous louB-tcrm and short.,e?Sns« q ueu«s"'" ODS) 

The American studay has several scenarios with variahW 

?3ffi C MT° n yi H W ° f l°° < m, j gatons atta <* on urban-industriaUaJgets) 

a 30° MT southern hemisphere war, a 1000 MT interchance n 8 inm 
MT exchange with another 3000 MT contcrforce response a \0(m 
MT massive war, and even a 7s (Yin a ± ponsc, a ]U,0G0 

would vary, depending upo„ whether ,5J7 Ut , UrC War ‘ The results 
the ground surface, on urban orfore,t all Xplos '? n t at or near 

stratosphere, and so on. The verticil llr "i b ’S !l atm osphere or 
of the nuclear smoke-cloud produced bv^h? ^ ° r thickness 
important variable. The dus ma« fLt?i ex P osion is another 
size, and amount of water nresif tonna fie), range of dust 
area fire plume heights, fire duration f ° ther variables - Fire 
smoke injection rates, temperature nermS 011 enilssion > dust and 
fiuxes, metereological perturbations P interh?" 8 * a " d . solar energy 
pyrotoxme generation, ozone depletion in || ' . m ' sphe . ric transport, 
and ram, perturbations in planeS v , ’ Stratos P h «e, snow-fall 
be critical for the transport of The I? f “Prudes which may 

several of Zese^Sble? 

1 Sha [ 1 * Are!* 16 iS qUitC C,Car - 

around\he explosion anywhere 

that would endanger life in 1 v ( * n fJ T r ,0r climat ological effects 

general on our planet. 

2. A “limited" nuclear war r 

centres, with a 100 meeal’n!"!™!? - on urban and industrial 
besides burning out several hiw^-/ 11 . cx P Iosion will also, 
climatological effects, dance™"dred cities, lead to severe 
people everywhere. Erous to bfe and health of all 

3. A one megaton warh^ u 

total destruction in about 2 ™^® m V 1 ^ air > will lead to 
areti; even one-tenth of i ni( ,„ ^ uarc kilometres of urban 
and burn out an area of abmff™™ airbllrst can level out 
1 dbout 50 square kilometres. 
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4. The major climatological factor, referred to as “nuclear 
winter”, comes from the emission and pumping of nuclear 
debris, dust and smoke into the stratosphere (i.e. the layer 
above the troposphere or lower atmosphere), where the 
air is comparatively stable and non-tubulent. The dust 
can remain there for long periods of time and shut out the 
sunlight substantially. There will be significant surface 
darkening on the earth for considerable periods of time 
Temperatures, even in summer can go below freezing point 
in the temperate zones. This in turn will lead to large per¬ 
turbations in global wind patterns. Crops would certainly 

, be damaged and famines would result. Epidemics are also 

possible. Chlorophyll activity on the earth can be dangerously 
lowered. Large numbers of living beings will die including 
plants, trees and bacteria. The long-term effects of these 
are hard to predict, 

5. The nuclear debris injected into the stratosphere will soon be 
exchanged from hemisphere to hemisphere. Soon after 
nuclear exchange in the northern hemisphere the climate 
“ ^ ? l,tkern hemts P herc would also be substantially 
the cart! t0 thC P ° int ° f scnousl y endangering life all over 

6. The effects of radio-active fall-out and pyrogenic toxin and 
consequent air pollution will affect all life on earth, even 
if the nuclear war is limited in megatonnage and location. 

1. A limited nuclear war can kill close to a billion people or 
more. Half as many at least would be severely injured, 
disfigured and disabled. During the course of the first 
yeai after a limited nuclear war, the survivors of a nuclear 
war, irrespective of where they live, including non-human 
beings, may face death and extinction, as the total eco-balance 
is disrupted. This eco-consequence can be more devastating 
in its effect than the climatological aspect we call the nuclear 
winter. 

Some Questions 

1. Given these cautious conclusions, why do we allow anyone 
worfi ° n manu facto ring nuclear weapons? Are the peoples of the 
P° wer less and impotent vis-a-vis their governments, some 
which seem to be either blind or insane? Why do the people 
tliemse 1ves to be so deceived as to accept the false argument 
mat reduction of arsenals is more necessary than a freese and therefore 
let us concentrate on reduction and forget the freeze?” Let us be 
clear; we need freese, reduction and total elimination. We should 
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have them in that order. So let us have freeze now, reduction soon, 
and total elimination in the near future . The peoples of the world 
should say this clearly. 

2. The leading nuclear powers have a major responsibility 
in this regard. The government of the Soviet Union has already 
affirmed its support for an immediate freeze, a negotiated reduction 
ensuring equal security for all and a final elimination fairly soon 
So has the Delhi declaration of the six nation non-aligned summit 
Is it a matter of false pride that keeps the USA, UK, France China 
and others from joining the other socialist countries and the non- 
aligned world in a determined joint initiative? Or is it the power 
of those who make profit from the arms race and the arms trade? 
Or is it also the fact that democratic political institutions in market 
economy countries are financed by the corporations and defence 
contractors? Whatever it is, the heaviest share of the responsibility 
now devolves on the peoples of nuclear countries and non-nuclear 
change 65 ' If ^ pe ° P eS Can understand the situation, things can 

3 What are the public media in all our nations doing in this 
regard? Can we as rehg.ous organizations put some p essme on 
he media? To do that effectively religious organizaSs wiH 
have o develop some competence in this regard,. Wh^do we not 
as religious organizations, mobilize our own scientist °j 
thinkers to give priority attention to these inattersf can we" h^’ p 

on, o h ^sl^rjg'a r ^ F* ^ 

(wrongly known as “Star Wars”) and we 5»flf C Defen , ce Initmtive 
against this initiative, for at least the foliowfng^ht reawns- P ° Slt, ° D 

(a) It is not primarily a defence initio*:. . 

is aggression and world domination* tl’ ‘ tS 1 ? HC P urpoS - 
in the S.D.I. serves only ^ W ° rld “ defencC 

(b) As a defence strategy, the exnert* , 

that it cannot be an effective me-, lS near ^y unanimous 
nuclear war. * VC means of defence in an all-out 

(o) It is so expensive a proposition that . , h 

poverty and want there would be* a - W °? d of so ““V? 

even if it were half expensive “ Justification for it. 

“ i^W2=a«ts4-' 


13 


(e) It is a gross violation of existing Anti-Ballistic Missile and 
other international treaties on which world peace is depen¬ 
dent. 

(f) Instead of stopping the arms race, it serves only to accelerate 
the race beyond all limits. 


(g) Once the system is set in place it may not at all easy to 
dislodge them from space and dispose of them without 
serious peril to humanity. 

(h) Space being only 100 to 200 miles away, these weapons 
become uncomfortably close to every human being on 
earth and thus imperils the lives of all people everywhere. 


In spite of all these cogent reasons which render the S.D.I. both 
Futile and foolish* research and development continues at a fast space. 
We had agreement, at our last Round Table, between American space 
experts, and Soviet experts* on the draft of a treaty to ban weapons 
in space. Why is it that governments cannot agree? 


The new threats to peace, since our last Round Table, are more 
m the nature of fresh information about the consequences of a nuclear 
war, than many actually new threats- The physicians of the world 
Had already drawn our attention to the impossibility of providing 
sufficient care to the survivors of a nuclear war* The new scientific 

h e £ u ' V hat the world after even a Iiniited nuclear waT > can 
omy be hell. Let me repeat, we must, as reasonable beings, stop 

iht r ^ 0CIea ^ arms race - We must, as humanity, obtain a freeze on 
ti 7 devclopmcnt > manufacture and deployment of all nuclear 
weapons. We must as reasonable human beings immediately reduce 
ur nuclear stockpiles by negotiated agreement and by unilateral 
actions We must very soon eliminate nuclear weapons all together 
trom the face of the earth. Humanity must build a world without 
nuclear weapons before this century is over. To help reach that 
goal is the urgent task of all religious organizations. 


Metropolitan Philaret has already specified the main theme: New 
Mangers to the Sacred Gift of Life: Our Tasks , 


w ith this theme under three sub-themes: 

Recent Scientific Data on the Disastrous Effects of Nuclear War; 
) A Strategy f or Reducing Threats to Peace in the World Today; and 
3) The Tasks of Religious Circles and other Public Forces. 


f t S* nr < tlme is limited. We will need to work in plenary most 
or me time* but will also need to do some drafting. We should 
now m this session decide what documents we need to produce, and 
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ssx.tysr* Draf,i ° B committe ' whfch “»"»•“ 

I would propose to you the following documents: 

(a) A Communique giving the basic details of our meeting. 

(b) A Statement - somewhat longer, of the content of the main 

Sonsf and mCS ° n the presentations a "d d.V 

(c) Possibly some letters to the nuclear powers, to the non 
aligned movement, and to others as we may decise 

a d ,s fOT o "' Draf,in8 c ° mmi,t “« 

The congenial and friendlv atm^n 
Department and the genial assistence^rw^c 0 ^ thc Publications 
Pitirim, we know, will facilitate?ur Li H, ^, Em,nen ce Archbishop 

day today. Some of you have juTar^H We , wi » ah have a long 

it is unfair to make you work so hard th* r °* V j f on £ distances, and 
pressure of time. so hard the first day. But we are under 

‘Once again, on behalf nf vu i ■ 
behalf, let me extend to you a most colvrfi® and my own 

three days of pleasant and fruitful work togeiher^ 0 ^^ we ^ omCj anc * 

a&r'sfjssr- z e kn 7 jfvSrjs* «****>«* 

Tl , sacred gift of life. 

1 he dangers facing hunianitv . . 

negotiations for reduction of n? C |1 agreeme nt to onen *r PP ° rt u‘ Xe 
precious hope. ™ " “ Cl ? r Wea ». That i^ P ^ hCI ^r5 
Summit and its Delhi n . he Nation Non Ar S ! ndeed a V ^ 
governments are now actWelv' fBtion Which M ° VC £ 

rssss. Let s? ™=£ “if£ 

exert some pressure on other governments S ° that 8«^rnments 
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But above all these things, to me, are the stirrings of the divine 
through the movements of the human spirit* The divine power 
working through the human spirit is more powerful than the 50,000, 
or more megatons of explosive power in our nuclear arsenals. 
1 lie peoples of the world are astir* They will not tolerate Star Wars 
and the pursuit of the nuclear arms race when they become fully 
aware. To contribute to that awareness and stirring among the 
people is the sacred task of religious organizations today. Let us 
dedicate ourselves afresh to our goal - to save the sacred gift of life 
irom nuclear catastrophe. Trusting in the Divine Spirit, let us get 
to work. 










* H i 










Communique of the International Round Table 
Conference of Religious Leaders and Experts 
on New Dangers to the Sacred Qift of Life: 

Our Tasks 

of A^a^AfrS Sort^and’south'AmeS”^ fr ° m 2? countries 

Europe, met at the Conference-Hall of t>w* p ,^ est ® rn aad Eastern 
of the Moscow Patriarchate, in Moscow frnm f Jca " tI0n ® Department 
in a Round Table Conference o '^I' n February 11 to 13, 198> 
of Life: Our Tasks’’. Ncw Dan S ers to the Sacred Gift 

Wofil^nt, °°n™ned by the 

Saving the Sacred Gift of f ° r 

1982) to elaborate further its decisions. " ophe ^ Moscow ’ 

The preceding Round Table Conference were hela u , 
1983 on “The Economic and Moral Implications „f m j C n '.■March 
and in April 1984 on "Space wilhoto W c “„„ s »° f “ N “*» F ™“”. 

This time the conference has broueht t no pti, a 
of Buddhism, Christianity, Islam and ludaism lnH . re P r f CI1 tatives 
The participants were deeply moved bv th P ’ . an ^ sci entific experts, 
to them on the disastrous consequences of „ scierit ! fic da * a presented 
the nuclear winter. They renewed their nuc!ear war including 

sacred duty - to help the preservation n r to their common 

Messages of good wishes had been recei!^ f ft ° f lfe on the carth ‘ 
religious leaders, among them the Arcim; i , severai prominent 
of all England. - chbishop of Canterbury, Primate 

Metropolitan Philaret of M' t 

of the Presidium of the 198? Moscow*^ ® yelora ssia, Chairman 

introductory speech reviewed the work dn u d Coa ference in his 

in the context of the international£ ' b> ' tllC W °rking Presidium 
the urgency of the statement of the Wnri , e mo )f e ni e nt. He stressed 
to save life, it is necessary to -ihinn d .Conference that “in order 
national security and narrow national ?m * 1£ ^ alse understanding of 
of the menace that hangs over K! , ests and to become aware 
Religious leaders were challeSed \° r m ™ k '? d and over *>fe itself”- 
gical attitude towards war which iew , in Principle “the theolo- 
of human history, for the situation n F 5h ^ ped throa 8 b centuries 
human conse.ousness, is cfiS K ld ) Which requires a neW 
of war represents today a S ? it by the , fact that the problem 
together and taken into accoun ” whlch should be grasped 
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After silent prayer and the introduction of' the participants 
the conference was addressed by its Moderator, Metropolitan Paulos 
Mar Gregorios of the Orthodox Church, Catholicate of the East 
(India), who gave an impressive summary of some of the published 
articles on the nuclear winter. He acknowledged the factor of 
uncertainty in the computer predictions, since there are so many 
variables which are unpredictable. But the main thrust of the research 
is quite clear. Whatever the size of a nuclear war, disastrous climato¬ 
logical, environmental and biological consequences are bound to 
follow. The scientists may express uncertainty on several factors.. 
But they cannot deny that in any scenario, the consequences would 
be unacceptably disastrous - in the number of people killed, in the 
hostile nature of the environment in which the survivors will have 
to live, in some form of nuclear winter produced by clouds of dust 
and smoke from a nuclear explosion, and in changes in climate. 

“Given these cautious conclusions, why do we allow anyone lo¬ 
go on manufacturing nuclear weapons?” - the Moderator asked. 
He also asked the public media to review their role in informing 
the people of these disastrous consequences. Only the human spirit 
can rise above the tens of thousands of megatons of explosive power 
in nuclear weapons, and the people of the world must work together 
to steer the world back to the paths of sanity. 


The Round Table Conference focused on three main subjects: 

(aj recent scientific studies on the disastrous consequences of a nuclear 
war: (b) a strategy for peace in the light of recent developments 
in peace efforts, and (c) the tasks of religious circles and other public 
forces working for peace. 


There were four important presentations by experts on recent 
scientific studies* The paper by Prof* George P. Carrier of Harvard 
University on Nuclear Winter: the State of the Science” was read 
by Prof. Bruce Rigdon of Chicago* The paper while stressing metho- 
dology and the element of uncertainty, confirmed the results of earlier 
studies. Academician Boris V* Rauschenbach made a presentation 
Dased on the Soviet studies of the subject, which showed that whether 
a nuclear war was of a magnitude of 10,000 megatons or only 100 ' 
of '° nS - tautological effects would be disastrous. The results 

studp llen & an studies ^ ave keen confirmed by independent Soviet 
in the^l * of mountain glaciers due to high temperatures 

Warm 1G t ited ^ a y ers of the atmosphere could cause widespread Roods* 
seen t ° CeaTls can generate stormy winds such as humanity has not 
* t . Tfi e destruction of civilian nuclear power plants will 
i imially increase the already high level of radiation and keep 
>t high for a long time. 
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the fi'ptrf oae die leading European researchers in 

„ h f d ’ f l L University of Munster in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, made a well documented and detailed presentation on 
the consequences of a nuclear war, based on an evaluation^ ofrecent 

I'm pact f ^ he° p r«e n'r^tion^ , lm ?L ressive sJ . ides from Hiroshima. The 
\vericonvinced P tha^nv n ^ hC partlcl P ams was immense. They 

of rish which teSiS 

«R paper 

of uncertainty did not justify taking ^ act ^at the element 

risks. Prof. Rauschenbach agreed with C th S is°nmV V0 V1I1 “a sucd hie 5 

lhal where sue], high risks wire invo 1™““, en,SA', sue8 j stl i d 
the construction of a bridge or build ml’ m, g , S always do m 
be taken into account thereby reducing the risk.^ SCenar! ° shou,d 

Dr. Vladimir S. Preobrazhensky of the Institute m 
of the USSR Academy of Sciences in' hk nr™ Geo S ra P h y 
Growing Threat to the Environment” confirmed d egasses “ The 
of the disastrous ecological, climatological and biofogical comeouen 
ces of any nuclear war. Prof. Bacli made a second contribution on the 
■environmental consequences with detailed charts and graphs h 

In their agreed statement the participants said ■ r ♦ 
quence almost immediately after the blast is th! ti T , rst conse ‘ 
would become pitch-black. This would he fn , thc earth ’ s surface 
i % of the normal sunlight on a clear dav T , equiv;dem to only about 
fur plant photosynthesis and would cause the J S “ tre r mef y dangerous 
of plants. The darkness will last f or momh^ ^ Cath of a lar § e variety 

Any humans who might have survived woMlH d f P ° SS ' b ^ much ^onge^ ■ 
vation. a would face a future of star- 

“Because of this intense darkness the 
surface drops to very low levels - temperature on the land 

of less than minus 20° c or in ! areas to freezill S conditions 

consequences are clear; many D ] ant ™ ^ ses , even much lower. The 
to death. In coastal areas where w-^'^ S and bumans will freeze 
the climate may not be as severe bm ti ^ ea ?P era tures are higher, 
between the land surface and the wlt,^ $ fference s in temperature 
and blizzards. n water will produce voilent storms 

Still another terrible effect ' 

destructive power, will genemm the , fire . s ’ in addition to their 
will shioud the land with a poisonn^ ge c oucis of toxic fumes which 
time - Poisonous smog persisting for a long 

tn addition to r 

Of a nuclear blast will be bombarded'wbl^r 0 ™ gases the victim* 

oombarded with radio-active particles not 


own 
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only immediately after the blast but for months on end. As a result of' 
this the immune system of any human survivors would be so seriously 
damaged that, in addition to famine, people would face worldwide 
epidemics. Even if survival were possible for some time the damage 
to reproductive organs drastically reduces the possibility of giving 
birth to normal children. 

When at last the darkness has cleared away and the sunlight 
returns to the earth, the damage to the ozone layer in the stratosphere 
will mean that the sunlight will have an abnormal amount of dangerous 
ultra-violet radiation. This will have two major effects, it will drastically 
increase the rate of skin cancer, and it affects the food chain by inter¬ 
fering with the pollination of plants through insects and by destroying 
marine plants in the upper ocean layer. b 

'‘Another important aspect in this changing picture is that 
we now know that all of the phenomena which we have described will 
be world-wide. Scientific studies indicate that even subtropical and 
ropical warm areas will be subjected to severe frost which even 
last only for very short periods, will be sufficient to kill all veeemtinn 
Though we once believed that there would be sanctuaries in the South¬ 
ern Hemisphere to which a few people could flee, it is now clear that 
hese effects will also be felt throughout the Southern Hemisphere even 
though there may be’a-short delay. p i' crc CVCR 

the hR-surnort''system 15 ^nf tbeS - e Phenomena will be to destroy 

wffit is moit ihnr-Hnn^u , h ^ manit y throughout the world. But 
of our present nuclei m thls * s ttlc real i za tion of how little 

r v j n „ scemrin in f s ^° c ^P des lt: would take to unleash this horri- 
JLf a? 9 Z',nt S 11 would require less than 1 % of these stock- 
submarines” tbat cou d be b re b off by only one or two nuclear 

„ Ontbe second sub-theme there were four main presentations: 
rm ',L n ° d,eSny of the Institute for the USA and Canada Studies 
ot the USSR Academy of Sciences, in his presentation on “The Impor- 
ance of the New US-Soviet Talks”, expressed the hope,echoed by the 
participants, that the talks which are to begin in March would lead 
o specific reductions in nuclear weapons and to space without weapons* 

/Serrano of the Centre for Economic and Social Studies, 
tne Third World in Mexico, in his thoughtful paper ‘To a New 
thei Cr i , ^ cw Strategy: Towards a New Moral Order”, questioned 
and m f ra see king To legitimize the unbound exercise of power”* 

sunn ° I3utt * n S forward the concept of competitiveness in achieving 
w ,^ nor 1 an d dominant power as a goal for nations* Dr. Serrano, 
oall ™ President of the Latin American Council for Peace Research, 

?. . T careful examination of the theological, moral and phdo- 
pa ica l contents of each religious tradition” in order to arrive at 
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menTto h™ a S moral order ’ on a commit- 

in cooperation with secular thinkers princi P les of such an order. 

Dr, Carl Reinhoid Braakenhielm of , * 

•on “The Contribution of European StateTfnV" d‘ S P resentatloa 
Peace”, reported on the follow-up measSSs of £<•S*i Pr ?^ vat I on of 
on Security and Cooperation in Eurone ; n i ^ e sm ^ 1 Conference 

Confidence- and Security^Buildiri^Measure^aw? °? 

working m Stockholm since January !9R4 t- d ^‘. sarm ament 
have started work in December the first n ni J° r , kltlg S rou P s 
and the second on technical measures like agreements 

lowering military postures on bothsides*^ b “ lIdl ^ through 
Bishop Dr. David Preus of the American 1 msv 1 ^ nfrontation ' 

made a strong plea for a positive strategy whwT^rHr^’ V SA ’ 
tation, wua °ut hardline confron- 

Presentations were made by Mr Daliit AJ , 
and Advocate of the Supreme Court of India anrfnUk a , Buddhist 
ator of the Round Table, on development he hlon°A^ 1116 ^oder- 
meet, especially the more recent Six-nahons Summfe d Move " 
Tanzania, Alfonsin of Argentina, de la Sid ^ of 

of Sweden, Papandreou of Greece, and Gandhi of rSif 0 ’ ? al ° Te 
Delhi declaration which has emerged from it. ' ° d a and tke 

The recent initiative by some «nvcm mM t, * 

Contadora group was also welcomed ts atS ^ cons titute the 
in the machinery for peaceful settlement of conflict* Th develo P ment 
stressed their appreciation of these sijmifiS? The Participants 
for peace from non-nuclear nations and a i g , 0Vernmetlt initiatives 
appeal to the people. S and decided to respond to their 

In this connection the particinaim , . 

many governments, both nuclear and non m ^ WUh sati sfaction that 
seriously the initiatives of religious “° a ' naclear , were takine very 

For example. Bishop Karoly Toth of H^ 8amzatl0,ls in this respect 

of the USA in their capacity as cl and Revd. AvervS 

“9 of tl " PEa " 

The participants were pleased ^ 
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In discussing a strategy for peace, participants reaffirmed the 
inseparable relation between peace and justice and the need to relate 
disarmament to human development everywhere. 

On the third sub-theme “Tasks of Religious Circles and Other 
Public Forces”, there were several presentations and interventions, 
among others by 

1) Sheikh Ahmed Kcftaru, Chief Mufti of Syria, Moslem 

2) Venerable Thich Minh Chau, Vietnam, Buddhist 

3) Oberkirchenrat Rudiger Schloz, Federal Republic of Germany, 

Christian 

4) Chief Rabbi Shaevich, USSR, Jew 

5) Khambo Lama Gaadan, Mongolia, Buddhist 

6) Revd. Dr, Crispin Mazobere, Zimbabwe, Christian 

7) Supreme Mufti Ahmed Zabara, Yemen, Moslem 

8) Rev. Shiyoji Hirayama, Japan, Christian 

9) Revd. Dr. Martin Bailey, USA, Christian 

JO) Dr + Lubomir Mirejovsky, Czechoslovakia, CPC, Christian 

11) Venerable Indaratana, SriLanka, Buddhist 

12) Venerable Dr. Pharama Khemapali, Thailand, Buddhist 

13) Dr. Eric Weingartner, Canada, World Council of Churches, 

Christian 

14) Prof. Dr. Totiu Koev, Bulgaria, Conference of European 

Churches, Christian 

15) Mr. Kazimierz Morawski, Poland, Christian 

16) Chief Rabbi Laszlo Salgo, Hungary, Jew 

17) Archbishop Kirill of Smolensk, USSR, Christian 

18) Mr. Otto Hartmut Fuchs, Berlin, Christian 

19) Dr. Wolfgang Heyl, GBR, Christian 

20) Archimandrite Titan, USSR, Christian 

basis of these presentations, the participants worked out a 
P gramme for the future activities of religious organizations. 

thp 31^ Participants adopted a comprehensive report encompassing 
f , am hndings on the three sub-themes, and approved the draft 
., ett l er lc > heads of state of the USSR and the USA and of 
Ar i * er to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, Chairman of the Non- 
Aligned Movement. 
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International Round Table Conference of 
Religious Leaders and Experts on “New Dangers 
to the Sacred Gift of Life: Our Tasks” 

Moscow* 

Feb, 11-13* 1985 

To: His Excellency Mr. Rajiv Gandhi 

Chairman of the Non-Aligned Movement, 

Prime Minister’s Office, New Delhi, 

Your Excellency, 

The Round Tabic Conference organized by the Working Presidium 
ol the World Conference: Religious Workers for Saving the Sacred 
Out of Life (Moscow, 1982) on the subject “New Dangers to the 
Nacrcd Gift of Life: Our Tasks” held in Moscow from February 
Nth to 13th, 1985. 

- after having analysed recent developments in the world situation 

- recognizing the value and strength of the New Delhi Declaration 
oi the non-aligned summit as a source of encouragement for all 
peace workers 

- after extended exchange of information and insights on the heavy 
nrmT ™ humamt y of lhc ar nns race and especially of the nuclear 

c.11 I IIS I tlCC j 

wish to felicitate the Non-Aligned Movement for having taken the 
initiative m launching a new and urgent appeal for peace and for 
the right to live, for us and for future generations. 

The Round Table focused on the results of recent scientific studies 
of the possible climatological and ecological consequences of a nuclear 

UK? gpp: on 1 nudear winier »“* ~ « 

We are fully in agreement with your appeal for a total ban on 

ai \ d te - stmg of ajl micIear weapons and their delivery 
systems, and for keeping space free from ail weapons, about which 
subject we had a Round Table Conference a year ago. 

j r survival of humanity as a whole demands that we unite our 

ction S 1 !i T P r ^ r tb c world may not fall into darkness and destru- 
u rtvp ^°ttnd Table supports the efforts of the Non-Aligned 

it will irx^i . ^ eace > anc l religious organizations associated with 
of \hf> xt ,l r to ma ke known and dissimulate widely the contents 
°t the New Dehli Declaration. 

warnw** 1 ^ assurances of our very high consideration* and with 
warm greetings, we remain, 

Yours in peace, 

on behalf of the participants of the Round Table 












STATEMENT ON NUCLEAR WINTER 

[Round Table Internationni r*,-. * 

Danger, .0^ Qi ^« 

table conference in Moscow m tul y ]][ h to I3th at „ „ op 
dox Church, wish to inake f| P V ,' nVltatio ti of the £T d 

for peace in the light of rKe ; t ^ j|nd a ren ew X 

L Recent Scientific Studies 

Until recently many war ct™. ■ 
operated on the assumption * e S ls ts and militirv i ■ 
liable and survivable. P 1 a nuc,ear war j s coma• ad ^? ors have 

1[ ainable, win- 

But now, new research result.- u . 
confirmed by the research , ot h in the 1 icen 

changed our picture of what theT^ ^d-wide^blv " d the USA 
would be like, ■ disastrous effects’ sf C com PleteJy 

; ^ Nuclear war 

wide climatic conditions' 3 which W&S the en °rmous i 
mid dust from large city and forest rCSu!t from The^ °'l WOrJd ~ 
We now know that these fires US hres , set off by n„lu moke > soot 
soot which will fill the lower atm UCe , tar S e qcantS r ex P losi ons. 
upper atmosphere becomes loJI? P here - At til f sm °ke and 

ssm# svt, sw-iss 

about disastrous co„se qMnce f **■«*. ojuj ' 

The first consequence almmt ; 
the earth’s surface would becnml rrimedi ately after *u kI 
valent to only about J °/ 0 r / hp e P^ch-Maek. Thk ^ ^iast that 
This is extremely dangerous for m" 0 ™ 35 sunlight L Would be equj 
the death of a large variety 0 f P ? nt P hot osynthesis a ? clear dav 
months and possibly ra ‘c h \i piants ’ The Jarkn nd w °u!d cam* 
survived wouid ^A'StS^S. 

Because of this intense dirt., 
surface drops to very low levels d? eSS the tempera h, 
of minus 20° C or even lower. ’ ThT^ area s to Re" 6 - ° a the land 

consequences are ^ CO]ldit ions 

e c *ear; plants 
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j u tv. oinc will freeze to death. In coastal areas, where 
animals and htimans will ° not be as severe but 

— aad ,h ' ™ tcr 

will produce violent storms and blizzards. 

Still another ^ 

^SSSSSTS^!^ sLs persist:nE for 1,8 pen 

of time. 

In addition to darkness, 'iadio-actfve particles not 

of a nuclear blast will be months on end. As a result 

only immediately after the.r^himan survivors would be so seriously 

&uc^rof f rSs;s'Ss *. ^ - ** 

birth to normal children. 

, r ieared away and the sunlight 

When at last the darkness has layer jn the stratosphere 

returns to the earth, the damage to bnorma i amount of dangerous 

wih mean that the sunlight will h.we a Thjs will have two major 

w „ violet radiation for several y ratc 0 f s kin cancer and wil 
effects: it will drastically ith ^ polUnation of plants 

4£g s p,aD,s “ the “ pper ocean 

la " Another impdtMj aspec^m ^^^LvedS^edS 

now know that all of the p n icate that even subtropical and 

world-wide. Scientific studie sub j ec ted to severe frost, which, 

Sjnormally ^“S'rtSrtiSSds, will be sufficient to kill 
even if if lasts °“ y f °i I^once believed that there would be san- 

a »gir,he Ss&r^s 6 ^ 

SuV now clear *?£££&£" ™ * * *« ^ 
Southern Hetnisp 1 ptia w ;n be to destroy 


pm sphere - 

t idi^nnmena will be to destroy 

The combined St 
.Us'nloffsh 0C f^ c £1tockpi ^ Jlha^ 

e of our present nuclg ^ wollld require^ss one or two 

rifying scenario, n ^ could bc fired ott oy 

imn 6 nuclear submarines. uncertainties and un¬ 
it ehnitM be admitted that there ar be do ne. But the notion 
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canlnto'a of the P rCSS,lt 

elusions that have to be drawn from thes^finHinoc^ over f Con ' 
Nuclear War there will be no wiEsSl* d i ng \ t 1 , \ 

does not retaliate. In a Nuclear win to ■ °1 1 - ^ the attacked nations 

will be any survivors. But unlike the norm , doabtfui tbat there 
which are parts of the cycle which „i v J 10rlT l a i w ' : ! tcr artd seasons 
not inevitable but the result of himfn He^- ' fe ’ ^ cle f wint m 'l 
us who want to be survivors must use all onr Therefore ’, a11 of 
that a Nuclear Winter never sets in ener 8Y t0 make SU 

II. Towards a New Peace Strategy and a New Moral Order 

Sub-theme II dealt with the subject “a q< .. _ 

Threats to Peace in the World Today" J Th A Slratc 8Y for Reducing 
received attention: the New Genev-i Tmntf 5 areas ° f current concern 
USA; the role of non-aligned StS ir b f Ween the USSR and the 

world; and the contribution of the EurnnJm e ? 8then,ng peace in tllC 
peace. opeaa states to preserving the 


The Round Table members 1 ■ , , 

the USA and the USSR for working nnf JJ^.hope the talks between 
the prevention of the arms race in 011 W' SCtlV J e a § re ements towards 
on Earth, towards limitation and reduc r aCe 5 nc * towa rds its cessation 
towards increasing strategic stability p* 1 — nuc ^ ear armaments and 
increase global security but will alsn "°j ltlve results will not only 
sources now used for military Dumne^ 0 * e °PP° rt unity to use re¬ 
mankind. The Round Table uiwh k meet ^ ie ur £ ent needs of 
effort to provide far-reachlnti bQt " countries to make every 
nuclear arms race and to move^ tow^T^u* 5 nccessar y to stop tlie 
nuclear weapons. varcl ^ ie speedy elimination of 

Round Table participants natoA 

new Initiatives of non-aligned st t W * a PPfeciation the role and 
powers to reach agreement and end tiff in ca ^ n £ upon the nuclear 
lance is their call to other nation* t arms race - ° f s * milar impor- 
recent meeting of the heads of six * r f. nmin non-nuclear. The 
Delhi Appeal, says, among other ^ allgned * states in their Ncw 
agreement to resume talks between the USA a US SR ** GcneVa 

“We reiterate our appeal fnr Q n , . 

production and deployment of nuctwS 8 ^ V?h ^ 
systems. Such a halt would and . tbcir ddl ^ ry 

J tnHav rpn.iiT-^ B . , v facilitate negotiations. Two 

specTm steps today require S pe cl al attention: the prevention or an 
arms race m outer space, and a comprehensive test ban treaty". And 
the Athens communique of the I-ive Continent Peace Initiative (January 
31st, J985) says: 
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“We shall spare no effort in mobilizing all people against the 
threat of a nuclear holocaust, and in convincing the nuclear powers 
to abide by the voice of reason and to pursue serious negotiations 
aimin' 1 at halting the nuclear arms race, achieving substantial reduc- 
ctions 3 of the existing nuclear arsenals and ultimately eliminating 
nuclear arms everywhere”. 

The participants also welcomed the efforts by the Contadora 
<>roup for a peaceful settlement in the explosive Central American 

situation. 


The importance of continuing the process begun 10 years ago 
... citrnme of the Helsinki Final Act on European Security 
wi.ti ta A by the participants. The Round Table stressed the 
was amt r ^ ^ Stockholm Conference on Confidence- and Security- 
significance e ^ rcs an£ j pj; sarrnarne nt in Europe and urged it to seek 
Building „ V’ broadened confidence-building measures for lessening 
improved er j niT offensive military postures on either side. Atten- 
tension oy .. 5 t 0 the continuing concern of some countries for 
WSSSU in .heir region, ‘ 


needs in a world with great numbers of nuclear weapons 
Security ^ morality, a New International Moral Order based 
requires a S . Q f t [ ie whole of humanity rather than on narrow 
on the intcJ ~ j ona | interests, and a declaration from both sides 
national anu a use . an d agreeing to establish a nuclear-free corridor 
pledging n °p u pe ’ participants urged also an agreement for the 
in Middle ^ conventional weapons to parity on the lowest possible 


reduction 

level. 


III. 


Tasks of Religious Circles and Other Public Forces 

- ^ lL - ientific projections of such phenomena as the nuclear winter 
The sc poshly aware of the scope and magnitude of the global 
have tnade ^ | lU mankind and have convinced us anew of our global 
threat faci » cooperation between believers and secular people, 
responsibi 1 ^ + n ew moral order necessary to prevent a nuclear 


respot- - t . 
to bring about 

conflagration. 


n ,ainr world religions teach justice, love of the ueighbour 
'W a nrtity of life. They teach also that genuine peace is peace 
and the s | ns tead of allowing the world’s resources to be expended 
with justice. destruction, we urge that they used to feed the hungry, 
on weapor j.| lc onip^ sslon s work for reconciliation and for liberation 
we must act w 

from oppr ess,on ‘ 

o.,r and primary task therefore is education for peace with 
justice, both of ourselves and of our faithful, and beyond, the general 
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public of our nations. Education should lead to a charge of mentality 

fefcgsfegfr *° «• «?ss2ssgrsssss: 

geograph,cah political, cultural and ideolo|cal barriers we are able 
to find fellowship and cooperation for examnJ m / u’ f ® a „ 
churches of the USA and the USSR * ra Pl e the exchange between 

to include other religious and also secular m- 11 ^ l ° expatld t * lis unity 
work both informally a«SSiSSall7Sr ,0n r;- We t 

of good will, with scientists and public oreanb-min^- 1110 ^ ofpcop ^ 
all human resources for the search for place 1 ° rder t0 P 

Some religious communities have , 

for disarmament as a part of their pravers ™a peace . atld efforts 
struggle against these global dangers w?Wfn preachm S- ,^ s 
which helps to overcome conflicts which ° eW t sol,danty 

among religions in some parts of the world a ! t ^ ar tlie relationships 

this experience, we have become aware tw ,1 the . same tlme , through 
mistrust is to create occasions for dialogue uM Way t0 overcon f 

and among those in positions of authority it meet,n S s among people 

umurny m our countries. 

As religious organizations, we should therefore 

a) express our support for the renewed h;*i„ 

between the governments of the i ra u ? dl0 S ue and negotiations 

ne UiA and the USSR 

b) support efforts of peace movement.: 

nuclear armaments through a nuclear f proiTlotlI1 S ways to limit 
of nuclear weapons-free zones through rreez f.’ through the creation 
agreements, through a comprehensive lim,tadon and reduction 

proposals, test han treaty and other such 

c) support ongoing organizations and ... 

dialogue and the peaceful resolution If cm/ t DWSS l S which foste1 ^ 
Process and, the United Nations Or^'J 5 ’ such as the Helsmkl 
organization available to all nations 8ani ^ a ‘ l0n ’ which is the only 
anniversary this year, atlDns ’ atld w celebrating its 40th 

d) dispel mistrust and caricature of each ... 

. . cacti other by nations and peoples, 

e) organize Visits of co-religionists hen,,. 

each other, SIS between countries hostile to 

fj use existing, international relicim,* „„ 

common discussion on issues of justice an^peacl!' 0118 t0 pr ° mote 

g) teach our people that the only security that any nation can have 
is the common security of all nations. 
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h) develop, in cooperation with other religious and secular bodies,, 
a formulation of the basic principles of a new international moral 
order founded on common human interests and not on narrow nation- 
nal or regional interests, 

i) disseminate information, in a form that can be grasped by 
ordinary people, on the results of scientific studies on the disastrous 
consequences of a nuclear war, 

j) produce literary pieces (fiction, short stories, films, dramas) which 
present these data in a compelling form, 

k) exert pressure on the media in our countries to disseminate 
accurate information on the disastrous consequences of any nuclear 
war, emphasizing its global aspects. 


May the Spirit that guides the destiny of humanity lead us to 
peace with justice, to freedom and dignity, and to a world without 
nuclear weapons. 





News and Notes 


3. “Reflections on the Nobel Peace Prize” 

(These are parts of Tutu’s Nobel Peace Pr, 7P „„„„ * 

, T , ce rrize acceptance speech) 

New hope has sprung in the breasts rt f „„„ , 

the mother watching her child starve in 7 t0f 

resettlement camp, or one whose fii m „ ", Bantustan homeland 

lished by the authorities in a squath^camiT 1 V° Ve ^ nS was dem0 ' 
emasculated by the pass laws as he lived £, n ,9 ape Town > the matl 
hostel, the student receiving an m °" tllS in a sing]e 
gmshing in a consulate or ^solitary mnfi d at '° n ’ the actlvlst lan- 
because he thought he was human''and m'??, 1 * 11 ' bein 8 tortured 
recognized, the exile longing to kiss the soTl n ^ that God -S iven ri S ht 
land, the political prisoner watch ins? n 1P h, f n } uch loved mother¬ 
like the drip of a faulty tap g ° days of a lif e sentence go by 

A new hope has been kindled in tu„ , 
voiceless, oppressed, dispossessed tonmert^h ° f millions who are 
lacking elementary human rights in il? * y Powerful tyrants, 
Asia, the Far East, in many parts ofTr America > in southeast 
Curtain... y parts of Africa and behind the Iron 

How wonderful, how approm-hm t , , , . 

10 December, UN Human Ridufn H lls award is niadc today, 
than anything else that this is God’s TJ^i, U says "tore eloquently 
that our cause is a just cause and th a , ,„ a ? d tliat lie is in charge, 
in South Africa and everywhere in rK w . ! ada ‘ n human rights 
South Africa and everywhere in the world^ d ' We Shal1 be free in 

2. Coptic Orthodox Patriarch resumes 

Pope Shenouda III was released fm l ° nS 

(3 January). He returned to Cairo after arT mternal exi 'c in Egypt 

the Wadi Natrun desert monastery Just r m ? ndls °f confinement in 
President Sadat accused the pope of -i: ■ re he was assassinated, 
senting threats to national unitv u‘ S T S extr emism and pre- 
government decree endorsing the eiemiA c withdrew the 1971 
Coptic Church head. There are an P =r ° f Pope Sh cnouda III as 
Coptic Christians in Egypt, a country predominam^^ 0 '^ nliHi ° n 

The WCC general secretary RmT 
immediately following his release cabled Sbenouda 

wishes. He expressed joy at this h Pin ‘ S , ■ ls „ Payers and best 
taking charge as chief executive of the wrr ■ drst message after 
another message, addressed to PresirW IT m ear, y January. In 

esident Hosni Mubarak, he sa d 
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that “together with the Coptic Orthodox Church the WCC rejoices 
n the resumption of the full functions of H,s Holiness pope Shenouda 
HI We pray for God’s blessings upon your efforts for the welfare 
of all the people of Egypt, 

* Russian Orthodox honour former WCC cheif 

'' Wheil former WCC general secretary Dr. Philip Potter retired at 
Za nf last vear, the Russian Orthodox Church conferred their 
llC t ^tird on him? he order of Saint Prince Viachmir. From Moscow, 
pfnumh P^men mstructcd the Geneva representative of the Patri- 
Patnarch ^ presentation “in recognition of your great 

archate to Christian unity and peace and justice 

services for the cam f ^ aUo thanked Philip Potter for all 
in internatjo 1 , tQ the R uss j an Orthodox Church, contributing 

co-operation e World Council of Churches, as one of its 

to the £j r . Paulos Mar Gregorios was awarded 

members (EPo)- as we l] as the higher order of St. 

this honour some years-u^, 

Sergius First Rank (KMG) 

. rhims and Ecumenical Responsibility” 

4. “Armenia concluding sections of the WCC 

Ek.JrA'rS: P “he Continuing TregedVT 

. „ time that the ecumenical community of churches 
•••ft, ma iLntiorUo the claims of Armenians, with a view to helping 
pay greater atten n churches jn their struggle to obtain justice for 
the Armenian s World Council of Churches took a step in this 
their people, i a declaration on the Armenian Genocide 

direction jmen^ sjxth Assem bly in Vancouver in the summer of 

t^SHEPS 83. 10. 211- 

, . Armenian people be specified? Armenians 

Can the claims of tb y f or justice, they expect and demand 

ofall places and of all ad ^ aiade j n order to compensate, albeit 

that some kind ot re P ar ? f wll j c h they have been victims. They 

nartly, the monstrous cnn ■ bi i: tv f 0 r making justice rests primarily 
nre convinced that the resp ft day V although the powers that influence 
on the Turkish government ot tooay as we ll. On this there is 

international affairs have a . g {he streng th of the Armenian cause, 
unanimity, and this i . 

, it mines to expressing the nature of the justice 

However, when it com situ ation. Armenians do not have 
claimed, one faces a dine a representative voice of the entire 

one common body that ca rjous p0 | itlca l parties in the diaspora, 

people. Neither one t ol tn horities iu Soviet Armenia can claim 
nor the churches, nor tns ^ Armenian s at large. This lack 
to be alone representative ^ , g another one of the tragic conse- 
of a common Armenian p * enian life caused by the genocide, 
quences of the disruption pi 
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There are therefore differing - if not , ,■ 

of the justice claim in the Armenian d! * n * d ' art 'dilations 
Armenia, concerns on this matter dias P<? ra * Whereas in Soviet 

do play some political role there - foIlowTeolol y 3 * , these conc ? rns 
of another nature. 0W S e Qpolitical considerations 

Many Armenians still dream n f n, n , . 

Armenian Empire of Tigran II during the fi 5 econstltutlon of the great 
of which stretched from thc CasS 5e a ? T'V BC > thc borders 
ranean Seas. This glorious pasf is the £? Black and Mediter- 
nation sung by poets and romantic writes 'a!, archety P e of the 
has no contemporary political weight it Altl , lou S. h this dream 

as a symbol of Armenian achievement S ands ,n tl ie distant horizon 

But claims for justice must come Hn 
Most Armenians refer to the Treatv of tQ m P re tangible realities, 
a ground for territorial claims which 10 Au 2 ust 1920...as 

valid and invested of certain international i,,ri? C< f Cret ?> historically 
tones of this treaty (Turkey and Allied i ridlcla * cred ' t: The signa- 
Armema as a free and independent state tA not on * y recognize 
that the frontiers of the new state shonlH^'V e gg )> but also agree 
Erzerum, Trebizon, Van and Bitlis (ArtiHp ^o^ 6 tlie P rov inces of 
an outlet to the Black Sea as indicated in the ^ 1 as weB as provide 
determined by US President Woodrow W e 8£ ° gra P hical boundaries 
hm™ eS - heSC "Wilsonian” bordel afa at the ret ^st of the 
ho fn ’, n ? r lm Portant Armenian nmv n dld 1 , not include Cilicia 

Mjfe* h. The Allied ^ssrssst t |*s es 

Next to the claims based on the m 

t.on another territorial claim, v?vid ° f Sevres ’ one mustmen- 

Armemans, particularly those c ], l tha mi »ds and hearts nf many 
Federation. When the hSc but s £ r ^ 

was proclaimed on 28 May 1918 then, llVe , d Re Pnbli c of Armenia 

Sisb^andT (ak " a PoSn a nV eade , rS ° f £ 

l urkish and Russian authorities L ■ n weakness\ Wh with 

o Uir Cx r ® KuSS 

Nakhlche van and the Arm,.'" 0 Ude the Provinces 

Arme!” ™ M r f- -Although just a f nia " territories today 

home and' ““ hl “ ’‘V™™ the inne hS™f° f “i' iS,0ri “! 

tUL ot an Armenian 

A third manifestation of the a„ ■ 
with Soviet Armenia itself. Quite for Justice has to do 

freedom of the Socialist Republic of Armenia! UlC ^ uestioa of tlie 
within the Soviet Union, there is the aue!f!f f ? tay or'not to stay 

of the return to Soviet 
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Armenia of the Armenian provinces of Akhalkalak and Lori (today 
under Azerbaijan administration) and the so-called Autonomous 
Republic of Nakhichevan (clearly a geopolitical aberration). Most 
of these territories have either been in the past, or are today, densely 
populated by Armenians, and are unquestionably essential for 
Armenia’s development and economic stability. The present state 
of affairs which separates these territories from Soviet Armenia were 
to a large extent decided at two Turkish -Russian agreements, namely 
the Treaty of Moscow (March 1921) and the Kars Conference (Octo¬ 
ber 1921). 

These three territorial claims are not contradictory to each other. 
They are all manifestations of the survival desire of a wounded people, 
of the legitimate aspiration of a nation whose land has been taken 
away by brutal force. They indicate that territorial claims do consti¬ 
tute a major concern of the justice claims of the Armenian people 
as a whole. 

But Armenians have another, more immediate and perhaps simpler 
claim to make. Turkey should acknowledge what the former regime 
did to tlie Armenians. The Turkish government and Turkish uni¬ 
versities and all their supporters should cease the rather patho¬ 
logical non-recognition of historical fact and face the reality which 
has made millions of present-day Armenians essentially homeless. 


...The Armenian churches are an integral part of the ecumenical 
community of churches. They^seek, like other churches, to live and 
celebrate the unity of the One Church of Jesus Christ. The Armenian 
Apostolic Church is one of the oldest churches in Christendom. It is 
a church which has a national character and a cultural expression 
which makes it distinct from other churches, but it shares its own 
evnerience with all other churches in the ecumenical community, 
thus enriching abundantly the life of the whole. 


What Armenians have to share is what Christ himself shared 
vith his church: his suffering and death on the cross. The story 
af the Armenian people, as we have seen, is a story of continuing 
ragedy. The hardships suffered by this people over the centuries 
mlminated in atrocities of unspeakable proportions. Genocide 
eaves its mark on both the perpetrators and the victims. Neither 
he guilt nor the pain can be eradicated. It will be visited upon the 
-hildren and the children’s children. ...Violence was the cause, 
int violence breeds violence and can therefore never be the solution. 
VT, „fever the claims of Armenians and whatever the denials of Turkey, 
!v solution can only be found through dialogue. It is here that the 
Scumenical community may make its most profound contribution.,.. 

(Courtesy — EPS) 
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5. Christian Winners To Lok Sabha 

c „Christi|s figure among the new members in the eighth Lok 
Sabha. The losers include also Christians. e 

Mr. P. A. Sangma (Protestant). : Union State Minister was re¬ 
elected from Meghalaya. H.s was one of the last results announced. 

Horo of the Jharkand Party. g member Mr - N - E ’ 

Mr. Oscar Fernandes (R.C.) another 
the Udupi seat in Karnataka. He defeated 2 ^ * can d‘date won 
speaker, Mr. K. S. Hegde of the Bharatiya JanaU Partjc*^ ^ ^ 

Mr. N. Dennis and Mr. Adakalirai ^ « 

from Tamil Nadu. They contested thef p 1 * r° Chrlstians elected 
ticket. Mr. Dennis wontfteSLu T Con S ress 1 
got the Trichy scat. a ^ wb de Mr, Adakalaraj 

Kerala elected six Christians. Four hei n „„ . „ m 

and one each to the Janata and Kerala p s to the Congress (I) 

d Congress Joseph group- 

Prof. K. V. Thomas, a Congress 1 ra „j'j , 

Kochunni of Congress (S) in Ernakuhm f?“ ld£de > defeate d Mr- K. V. 
was elected from the Idukki seat on a r' r , Mr ' P ' J ' durian (Marthonia) 
another Christian, Mr.C.A. Kurian ofTh ^ CSS 1 ticket - He defeated 

nan ot the Communist Party of India- 

Mr.Charles Abraham (C S I) won the t • , 

a Dalit Mazdoor Kisan Partv cinrhalt \ r ' van drum seat defeating 
This seat had caught the nation’s atttnr Mr ‘ Neela lohita Nadar- 
belonged to the same Nadar commmituS as the main two rivals 

mmumty, but to different religions- 

Mr.P. A, Antony is another Conors 
from Trichur. He defeated Mr V v o candida te who was elected 

■ v ■ Raghavan of the CPI. 

Mr. George Joseph Mundackal fRpt 
Congress, (Joseph group) ticket from Mi, Was electe d on a Kerala 
the Marxist party candidate Mr P p Fem attupuzba - He defeated 
Mr. Thamban Joseph won on Janata ti.r° Se . by over 95,000 votes- 
defeated Mr. T. N. Upendra of the Natin^ I rom Mavelikara. He 

dl democratic Party. 

(Courtesy—SAR News) 
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